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By virtue of the authority vested in me as President of the United States and as Commander in Chief of the
¢ f the United States, | have today awarded

Armed Forces 0
THE PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION (ARMY) i
FOR EXTRAORDINARY HEROISM.» :

TO THE s
761st TANK BATTALION, UNITED STATES ARMY

The 761st Tank Battalzm distinguished itself by extraordinary gallantry, courage, professionalism and high
esprit de corps displayed in the accomplishment of unusually difficult and hazardous operations in the uraepnn
Theater of Operations+from 31 October 1944 to 6 May 1945. During 183 days in combat, elements of the 761st -
the first United States Army tank battalion committed to battle comprised of black,_gal_;iiers - were responsible for
inflicting thousands of enemy casualties and for capturing, destroying, or aiding in the liberation of more than 30
major towns, 4 airfields, 3 ammunition supply dumps, 461 wheeled vehicles, 34 tanks, 113 large guns, | radio
station, and numerous individual and trew-served weapons. 1 ied while enduring an overall
casualty rate approaching 50 percent, the loss of 71 tanks, and ely adverse weather conditions,
very difficult terrain not suited to armor operations, heav sitions and units, and extreme
shortages of replacement personnel and equipment. Th en re outstanding examples of - the
indomitable spirit and heroism displayed by the tank crews ¢ . In one of the first major combat actions
of the 761st, in the vicinity of Vic-sur-Seille and Morville , the battalion faced a reinforced enemy
‘division. Despite the overwhelming superiority of en ts of the battalion initiated a furious and
persistent attack which caused defending en ;

: ) wit] iile pursuing the enemy, tanks
761st were immobilized before an tank App i y bazooka and rocket 1

reBar Seamia
positioned SO yards beyond the di ewmen dismounted the disabled tanks,
crawled under them with their 50 caliber weay placed enemy positions. This
resulted in the elimination of m of the positio ally destroyed two enem: s while permitting
the escape of other tanks and l comple _ ission. From 5 Jai ;
1945, the 761st engaged the 15t
and damage to their tanks,
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